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Newcomer Teea Goans sings like she’s from
an earlier generation of country singers, and
her debut album, 7he Way I Remember It,
holds true to the classic country tradition
without sounding like an imitation.

Tastefully produced by Terry Choate for
Crosswind Records, this 11-song collection
combines timeless traditional country with
a few contemporary touches. Her voice is
pure and clear with plenty of soulful inflec-
tions, and is slightly reminiscent of Lee Ann
Womack or Suzy Bogguss, with a little Con-
nie Smith thrown in for good measure.

The band is superb, and represents some
of the finest musicians in Music City, who
sound completely comfortable yet deliver the
quiet urgency that these emotional songs re-
quire. Time Jumper Joe Spivey, who also is
credited as associate producer, does a great
job on fiddle, acoustic guitar, and mandolin
while leading the band, which includes Au-
brey Haynie and Kenny Sears on fiddles, the
always solid John Gardner on drums, and
Matt McKenzie and Larry Paxton on bass
guitar. Paul Franklin and Mike Johnson take
turns breaking hearts with their steel guitars,
and James Mitchell plays electric guitar with
taste and style.

The excellent song selection runs from
numbers by old school Nashville tunesmiths
like Red Lane, Joe Allen, and Sonny Throck-
morton, to the thought-provoking “Letter
From God” by Angela Kaset and Rob Cros-
by, with a couple of classics by Willie Nelson

and Merle Haggard thrown in. There also is
an unusual remake of Ernest Tubb’s “Walkin’
'The Floor Over You,”which features legend-
ary guitarist Leon Rhodes, a veteran of Tubb’s
band, playing the solo, giving it an authentic
Texas vibe. Her duet with Dan Tyminski on
the country shuffle “Made For Loving You”
is an inspired pairing of two fine voices.

Throughout the album, Goans sings with
total confidence and ease, and has perhaps
the most important quality of any country
singer — believability. This record reminds
the listener that country music is always more
than the latest trends. When it’s done right,
it is still an art form that resonates deep into
the soul. — Roy Montana
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